


Build Schedule

TUESDAY
Roofing

Following up on a suggestion made by his cousin, Tesfeye and his wife 
Embeta contacted DAHfH about the possibility of owning a home. “We 
applied, did the work and now we are here. I can’t believe it. My family 
had been dreaming of owning our own home and thanks to Whirlpool, 
Habitat and the volunteers, it’s happening!”

Both Tesfeye and Embeta are eager to see their  houses completed, but 
don’t want the experience to go by too quickly. They are savoring each 
swing of the hammer, sound of the saw, and warm hugs and conversations 
shared with the volunteers who will soon feel like family.   

The couple’s son, Junior, is excited about his new house, but all he wants to talk about is getting a puppy. 
“Every time we talk about the building, he says, ‘Yes, but now let’s talk about the dog.’ He is so funny.”

The Feye and Gebretsadik family may be looking for help to build a doghouse sometime in the future!

It may be Day One, but House 6 volunteers are already so 
bonded with the Metaferia and Tsehay family that talking 
about them threatens to expose leaky tear ducts.  “I can’t 
talk much more or I’ll cry,” said volunteer Kristen Bruhan, 
“Seeing the framed house this morning and the family’s 
reaction to it was overwhelming.”

Overcome with joy and gratitude sums up the emotions of 
the homeowner family who no longer have to endure rent 
increases every six months, nor crowd into one bedroom 
and bathroom. “Until today,” said Fikru, “my wife and I 
could hardly believe this was true. Seeing all the people 
and my house, I can believe it’s real. We are very happy and 
thank everybody.” 

For volunteer Deb O’Connor, the build is definitely real, particularly when seen from the rooftop. After a few 
minutes perched on the trusses, she decided her calling involved windows not heights. “I’m just excited to be 
here,” she said. “I’ve watched the homeowner family take all of this in and I can see what it means to them.” 

For Bryan Hudson and Quinton Santini, the opportunity to work alongside the families and become part of the 
giving-back process solidifies what it means to be Whirlpool employees. 

Many of you may be new to the social networking site, Facebook, but it’s easy to use 
and we’re here to help! Visit us in the Rec Room JADE and we’ll get you set up and 
ready to share your memories and photos. You can even watch the build’s progress 
via our time-lapse video and invite your friends and family to do the same!  Visit 
www.whirlpool.com/BuildingBlocksFacebook.

Got Dirt?
You’ve only been here for a day, but we’re willing to do your laundry for FREE! 
There’s a brand new Whirlpool® Cabrio washer and dryer located in the media 
house. Just throw your dirty clothes into a marked bag and drop it off. It’ll be 
ready for pick up before you board the busses at the end of the day.
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Day One: House Six!

Family Focus

Be our Facebook Friend!

In 2000, Whirlpool became the first corporation to commit more than $25 million in product donations – •	
our commitment now nears $50 million
Whirlpool was the first corporation to launch a national TV advertising campaign about Habitat’s mission•	
More than 5,500 Whirlpool employees have helped to build more than 100 Habitat homes throughout •	
North America, Europe, and South Africa
Our partnership is now active in 19 countries around the world•	
Whirlpool donates a refrigerator and range to every new Habitat home built in North America•	

Did You Know?

They were introduced to you 
last night on the big screen, 
but in case you forgot, here are 
the folks who will be snapping 
photos, taking videos and 
conducting short interviews 
this week. We know you’re 
anxious to get to work, so if 
you’re asked to give a bit of 
your time, we promise to 
make it quick and painless!

Smile

A great big Texas-style thank you is in order for the folks at the Hilton Anatole. It’s because of their 
generosity and flexibility that we were able to secure an affordable rate so that our hardworking 
volunteers could enjoy some of the creature comforts of home while building one for 
someone else!

Big Thanks, Hilton Anatole!
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Monday, November 17, 2008

2008
Dallas

Whirlpool donates a range and ENERGY STAR® qualified refrigerator to every new Habitat for Humanity 
home in North America. And every year thousands of our employees volunteer their time to builds around 

the world. We can eliminate poverty housing...one family at a time. Thank you for joining us!

Whirlpool  Building Blocks Agenda
Tuesday, November 18, 2008

6:00 a.m.		  Morning check-in at Hilton Anatole 
			   Location:  Clock Tower

6:15 a.m.		  First bus arrives at build site

6:45 a.m.		  Last bus departs Hilton Anatole for build site
			   Breakfast is ready at build site

7:00 a.m.		  Last bus arrives at build site

7:20 p.m.		  Morning motivation and devotion

7:30 a.m.		  Construction begins

11:00 a.m.		  Lunch begins

5:30 p.m.		  Site clean-up begins
			   Busses available

6:00 p.m.		  Busses depart for Hilton Anatole
			   Recreation Room opens (Location:  Jade)

			   Dinner on your own with vouchers

10:00 p.m.		  Recreation Room closes

Weather Forecast

Tuesday  -   Sunny 
		  72/44

Happy Birthday 

to Jesus Ramon of DAHfH!  Thank you 
for sharing your birthday with us!  If you see 
Jesus’ smiling face today, wish him a Happy 

Birthday!

Emergency Contact:
If you have concerns or problems this week, 

please contact Stefanie Maus at 262-770-9609.

1

Stop in the hotel Recreation Room (Jade) 
to check your email, play board games 

or cards, and for fun and fellowship with 
your fellow Habitat builders. 
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Not many opening ceremonies 
include the theme song from the 
show Dallas, but maybe they should. 
Within seconds, nearly all of last 
night’s 350 attendees were 
riled up, clapping loudly as 
photos of the nine homeowner 
families flashed on the screen. 
Crayton Webb, president-elect 
of the Dallas Area Habitat 
for Humanity and the first 
speaker of the night, hadn’t 
even taken the stage yet and 
already the energy in the 
room was palpable.  

Crayton noted Texans are 
known for doing things big. 
They like big cars and big 
hair, but they also have big 
hearts. Hearts, he said, matched only 
by the folks at Whirlpool Corporation. 
Together, DAHfH, Whirlpool and 
Habitat for Humanity International 
are tackling the issue of substandard 
housing in Dallas where there is a 
need for more than 30,000 single 
housing units. Starting today, the 
hundreds of volunteers who traveled 
from all over the country to be part 

of Whirlpool Building Blocks will 
help Dallas move toward its goal of 
eliminating substandard housing. 

Sharing a favorite quote, Debbie 
Ramirez, project lead for Whirlpool 
Building Blocks, reminded the 
crowd that “It takes hands to build a 
house, but hearts to build a home.” 
That sentiment rings loudly in the 
hallways of Whirlpool where their 
campaign slogan is “Join Us!” To 
date, Whirlpool has donated 90,000 
ranges and refrigerators to Habitat 

houses built in North America. “This 
event activates our ‘Join Us!’ slogan, 
bringing together not just Whirlpool 
employees, but also consumers, trade 

partners and Habitat volunteers 
in a way that is meaningful and 
important to the success of the 
communities we serve,” said 
Debbie. 

Scott Begin, the CEO of 
DAHfH, seconded Crayton 
and Debbie’s heart theory, 
stating that together, everyone 
in the room would not only 
raise roofs, but also lift hearts. 
We’re hoping everyone took 
construction manager Biff 
Haigh’s advice and got some 
rest last night, because you’re 

going to need it!

You have a long five days ahead of 
you; but by the end of the week you 
won’t just be building alongside a 
family, you’ll be part of one – the 
Whirlpool Building Blocks family!

Opening Ceremonies, Texas Style

Tip of the Day
Hammering nails can be tricky and frustrating if you 
don’t have a lot of experience.  When you set the nail, 
try to angle it a little.  This will allow the hammer to 
follow the arc of its natural path so you won’t bend 

too many nails.  Don’t use the hammer 
to “push” in the nails.  Try to use 

your elbow to power your swing 
and not your wrist or shoulder.  It 
will take fewer swings to sink the 
nail.  Great job today and good 

luck tomorrow!

Moges Entele and Bizunesh Koricho display their happiness 
as they begin construction on their new home.

“I’m so excited to be giving back and 
sharing the joys of homeownership with 
my partner family! This is my first build 
and I can’t wait to wear my hard hat!” 

- Ashley Crouch, House 4

Sunrise 7:00 / Sunset 5:25




